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CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REPORT OF MEETING

MARCH 11, 2004

PRESENT: 
Norman Yurkie, Chairperson



Pamela Weiss, Vice-Chairperson 

Denise C. Trombley, Secretary



Fred Gibson



Michael Matway



Kirkanne Moseley



Ken Pearl



Dennis C. Tomlinson



John D. Truax

ABSENT:
None

STAFF:
Carlo Santia, Director 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Mr. Pearl, supported by Mr. Matway, to approve the agenda as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Pearl, Matway, Gibson, Moseley, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

LOTS 1 & 2, LIBERTY INDUSTRIAL PARK SUBDIVISION (SECTION 1)

-
PROPOSED REZONING FROM I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL TO B-2 COMMUNITY BUSINESS

--
PUBLIC HEARING


FILE #5847: PETITIONED BY WAYNE W. WEBBER


REPRESENTED BY RICHARD L. GIBBS OR JOHN MEUSLING

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.  Ms. Trombley informed that notice of this public hearing was mailed to 12 owners and occupants located within 300 feet of the land in question, with 5 returned as undeliverable.

Richard Gibbs and John Meusling, 33414 Kelly Road, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, were present to answer questions.  Mr. Meusling added that they felt the B-2 Community Business zoning would be more compatible with the surrounding area.

Motion by Ms. Moseley, supported by Mr. Gibson, to open the public hearing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Moseley, Gibson, Matway, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

There were no comments from the general public.

Motion by Mr. Matway, supported by Mr. Pearl, to close the public hearing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Matway, Pearl, Gibson, Moseley, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

Mr. Matway offered no objections and felt this is a good idea to rezone the land to commercial.

Several of the other Planning Commissioners expressed similar sentiments.

Motion by Mr. Pearl, supported by Mr. Truax, with reference to File #5847 and application from Wayne W. Webber, Webber Development Company LLC, 33414 Kelly Road, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, as represented by Richard L. Gibbs or John Meusling, same address, concerning request to rezone Lots 1 and 2, Liberty Industrial Park Subdivision (Section 1), as located fronting the west line of Morley Drive, south of Hall Road (M-59), from I-1 Light Industrial to B-2 Community Business, that recommendation be submitted to the Township Board for approval of the rezoning as requested.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Pearl, Truax, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Tomlinson, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

LOTS 98, 99 AND 100, INCLUDING ½ OF THE VACATED ALLEY OF STREVAL HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION (PRIVATE CLAIM 136, SECTIONS 10/15)

-
PROPOSED REZONING FROM B-1 NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS TO RML MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (LOW-DENSITY)

--
PUBLIC HEARING


FILE #5848: PETITIONED BY JOE NAHAS

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.  Ms. Trombley informed that notice of this public hearing was mailed to 25 owners and occupants located within 300 feet of the land in question, with none returned as undeliverable.

Joe Nahas, 39028 Wanda, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313, explained that he is proposing to revert this property back to its original residential zoning.  He stated that he would like to build three separate units that will have the appearance of single-family rather than multiple-family residential.   He reiterated that he intends to build three houses and not a condominium development.  He assured that he will stay within the required setbacks so he will not be requesting any variances.

Motion by Mr. Pearl, supported by Ms. Moseley, to open the public hearing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Pearl, Moseley, Gibson, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – Matway.  Motion carried.


Samir Riachi, 21155 Hillcrest, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036, adjacent property owner, stated that he has no objection as long as the petitioner is building single-family homes; however, he expressed his opposition to condominiums or apartments.  He felt that a multiple-family development on the subject parcel will depreciate the value of his home, which is currently valued at $135,000.

Mr. Santia explained that the size of the property will only allow a maximum of three units, which could be either attached or detached if the property is zoned for multiple-family.


Mr. Riachi again stressed that he is in favor of the single-family homes being proposed by the petitioner.

Motion by Ms. Weiss, supported by Mr. Gibson, to close the public hearing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Weiss, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.   Motion carried.

Mr. Nahas replied to inquiry that he consulted with the Planning Department and was told that he could either build single-family homes or attached units in a multiple-family zoning.  He explained that since the property is only large enough to accommodate three single-family houses or three attached units, he would prefer to build the single-family homes.  He added that if he could have had six attached units versus only three single-family homes, he would have chosen the attached units, but since he can only construct three, he would prefer single-family homes.

Mr. Santia confirmed that the proposed zoning district would permit single-family units.

Mr. Truax felt that a business will never be developed on this site, and he felt the petitioner is proposing a better option.

Mr. Pearl inquired as to whether the petitioner’s statement about only having room for three units is correct.

Mr. Santia replied to inquiry that there is approximately 21,000 square feet of land available, and development of a one-bedroom unit would require 6,000 square feet, with a two-bedroom unit requiring 6,500 square feet.

Mr. Nahas noted that he would like to build one of the homes with the driveway facing Hillcrest, and the other two homes will have driveway access to Moravian.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to how many dwellings would be permitted if this property was rezoned to R-5 One-Family Residential.

Mr. Santia replied to inquiry that the parcel is small and dividing it into three separate lots would result in substandard lots.  He calculated that with current ordinance requirements, he would only get two lots, although he has three lots of record that are small and do not meet the R-5 requirements.  He noted that the three lots are each 50 feet in width, and he felt if the property is rezoned back to single-family residential, the petitioner would have to seek numerous variances.  Mr. Santia explained that they are recommending an RML zoning because it provides the petitioner with more flexibility on setbacks and avoids a number of variances that would be necessary.

Mr. Nahas pointed out that he is adding an addition fifteen feet of front yard setback so as to accommodate the new proposed right-of-way on Moravian.  He again noted that he intends to build three single-family homes.

Mr. Santia reminded that if the property is rezoned to RML, the petitioner is not obligated to build the single-family homes he is proposing, because the RML zoning would allow him to build rental units or any other development allowed within that district.  He added that three would be the maximum number of units permitted.

Motion by Mr. Truax, supported by Ms. Weiss, with reference to File #5848 and application from Joe Nahas, Moravian Road LLC, 19222 Lamplighter Trail, Macomb Township, Michigan 48044, concerning the proposed rezoning of Lots 98, 99 and 100, including ½ of the vacated alley, Streval Heights Subdivision (Private Claim 136, Sections 10/15), generally located at the northeast corner of Hillcrest Drive and Moravian Drive, that recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the rezoning as requested.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Truax, Weiss, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

LOT 489, INGLESIDE FARMS SUBDIVISION #3 (SECTION 22)

-
CEASAR INDUSTRIAL PLAZA

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #5834: PETITIONED BY ANTHONY BADALAMENTI
 

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

 Anthony Badalamenti, 44140 Riverview Ridge, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038, felt that the plans are consistent with what is in the area, and he indicated they are seeking approval of this plan.

Mr. Santia replied to inquiry that they are providing for the 30-foot continuous service drive in that area.  He replied to further inquiry that there is a requirement for handicapped parking, and he pointed out that it is indicated on the site plan by a crosshatch pattern.  He requested that it be clearly labeled before it is submitted to the Township Board for approval.

Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Ms. Weiss, with reference to File #5834 and application from Petrina Badalamenti, 44140 Riverview Ridge, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038, as represented by Anthony Badalamenti, Ceasar Building Company, Inc., same address, concerning the proposed site development plan for Ceasar Industrial Plaza, to be located on Lot 489, Ingleside Farms Subdivision #1 (Section 22), generally located fronting the west line of Groesbeck Highway, south of Rudgate Drive, that recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Weiss, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

LOTS 209 THROUGH 217, SUPERHIGHWAY CITY SUBDIVISION (SECTION 30)

-
UTICA ROAD DUPLEX CONDOMINIUMS

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #5840: PETITIONED BY LORENZO GARRISI
 

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Lorenzo Garrisi, 40211 Emerald Lane, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038, explained that he is seeking approval for the proposed duplexes.  He noted that, in consideration of variance granted, he meets the requirements of the ordinance.

Ms. Trombley replied to inquiry that the variance granted to the petitioner was a five-foot front yard variance.  She added that the petitioner was originally seeking a 5-foot rear yard variance; however, one of the members on the Board of Appeals felt that rear yards are more important to residents and Mr. Garrisi agreed to resituate the buildings to meet the rear yard setback requirements, and he received a 5-foot variance for the front yard setbacks.

Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Mr. Pearl, with reference to File #5840 and application from Lorenzo Garrisi, Sunshine Homes, 42452 Hayes Road, Suite 4, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038, concerning the proposed site development plan for Utica Road Duplex Condominiums, to be located on Lots 209 through 217, Superhighway City Subdivision (Section 30), generally located fronting the south line of Camperdown Drive, the north line of Edsel Drive and the east line of Utica Road, that, in consideration of variance granted by the Clinton Township Board of Appeals, that recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Pearl, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried. 

6.54 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF METROPOLITAN PARKWAY AND UNION LAKE ROAD (SECTION 25)

-
THE GARDENS AT CLINTON ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY (FKA THE VILLAGES AT CLINTON)

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #4885: PETITIONED BY ROBERT SALOMON

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Bob Salomon, of Third Centrum of Virginia, 17348 West Twelve Mile Road, Suite 100, Southfield, Michigan 48076, explained that the site is appropriately zoned for the development.  He indicated that the nature of the revisions is mandated because they are not permitted to enclose the drain.  He assured that they will be clearing all of the tires, old refrigerators, shopping carts, etc. from the drain.  He indicated that they had to revise their footprint, parking and driveways, and they are seeking recommendation for approval from this Commission.  Mr. Salomon pointed out that they have made a notation on the drawing that the north drive will be one way (out only) for fire access.

Mr. Salomon explained that when he first came before the Planning Commission for a rezoning of the property, he was seeking to have it rezoned to RMH Multiple-Family Residential (High-Density); however, there was a lot of concern expressed about the number of units, because nothing in that zoning would restrict occupancy to senior citizens only.  He noted that with the current Special Purpose District zoning, they are restricted to senior citizens who must be at least 60 years old.  He added that the residents in their assisted living facilities are typically older than that.

Mr. Santia clarified that the Special Purpose District allows assisted living facilities and senior housing with reduced number of parking spaces.  He noted that the Township requires the petitioner to land bank enough space to provide the additional parking required if the building should revert to another type of use, such as multiple-family.

Mr. Salomon joked that when he began this project he was not old enough to live here, but he is now old enough.

Mr. Yurkie complimented the petitioner on the project and felt it will be a good addition to the area.

Motion by Ms. Weiss, supported by Mr. Tomlinson, with reference to File #4885 and application from Robert J. Salomon, Third Centrum of Virginia, 17348 West Twelve Mile Road, Suite 100, Southfield, Michigan 48076, concerning the revised site development plan for The Gardens at Clinton Assisted Living Facility (fka The Villages at Clinton), to be located on 6.54 acres of land located at the southwest corner of Metropolitan Parkway and Union Lake Road (Section 25), that, in consideration of variances granted by the Clinton Township Board of Appeals, recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye - Weiss, Tomlinson, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Truax, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

1.5 ACRES OF LAND FRONTING THE SOUTH LINE OF MORAVIAN DRIVE, WEST OF GARFIELD ROAD (SECTION 30)

-
SAJO’S OF CLINTON TOWNSHIP (FKA MORAVIAN MALL)

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #1049-A: PETITIONED BY JIM SAGE

Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Jim Sage, of Sajo’s, 31531 Gratiot Avenue, Roseville, Michigan 48066, explained that he is seeking approval for his newest location.

Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to the location of the handicapped spaces.

Mr. Sage replied that there are handicapped parking spaces designated closest to the entrance.

Mr. Santia stated that there are three 12-foot by 20-foot barrier-free parking spaces being shown on the site plan.  He confirmed that they will be designated with “Handicapped” signs.

Mr. Yurkie inquired as to whether the restaurant will remain.

Mr. Sage replied that the restaurant will remain and this is for the north side of the plaza.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to whether the petitioner has attempted to secure access to the adjacent property.

Mr. Sage replied that they have a cross-access agreement that was established when the Rite-Aid was developed.

Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Mr. Matway, with reference to File #1049-A and application from Jim Sage, Sajo’s Restaurant Group, 31531 Gratiot Avenue, Roseville, Michigan 48066, concerning the revised site development plan for Sajo’s of Clinton Township (fka Moravian Mall), located on 1.5 acres of land fronting the south line of Moravian Drive, west of Garfield Road (Section 30), that, in consideration of variances granted by the Clinton Township Board of Appeals, recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Matway, Gibson, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

LOTS 38 THROUGH 41, LIVERPOOL SUBDIVISION (SECTION 24) 

--
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF TREE REMOVAL PLAN


FILE #5861: PETITIONED BY JEX C. HARRISON

Ms. Trombley indicated that there was no documentation to be read into the record.

Mr. Santia explained that this is a request for a Tree Removal Permit for property located at Riverside Drive and Oxford.  The owner cleared some trees and he was issued a violation by the Building Department.  He is now here to seek approval for the removal of those trees that have already been removed.

Jex Harrison, 38711 Riverside Drive, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036, explained that he has had his property surveyed and has gradually been clearing the land on the side of his house over the years.  He assured that what he has removed has been brush, fallen trees and scrub trees.  He was recently told he was in violation, and proceeded to discuss the matter with both the Building Department and the Planning Department to see what could be done to remedy the violation.  Mr. Harrison noted that he had decided to keep all of the large trees, but pointed out that there are very few large trees.  He stated that there were a few cottonwood trees that were not in good shape and needed to be removed.  He felt that the wooded area is “sick” because it cannot get sufficient light.  Mr. Harrison replied to inquiry that he was not aware he was doing anything wrong when he cleared the area.

Mr. Yurkie noted that there are residents here tonight from the neighboring area and he felt they should be given an opportunity to speak.


Denise Pike, representing the City of Mount Clemens, One Crocker Boulevard, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043, explained that they own property adjacent to the subject parcel and that they had purchased acreage of land in the flood plain to turn it into a preserve.  She informed that the area has been identified as potentially important on the Michigan Natural Features Inventory, and the City of Mount Clemens invited Clinton Township representatives to join them in applying for a grant from the Department of Environmental Quality.  She urged the Commission to give their thoughtful consideration as to the replacement of the trees that were removed, because they want the replacement to be done in a positive manner for both the City of Mount Clemens, the Township of Clinton, and Mr. Harrison.


Mr. Arsenault, 280 Riverside Drive, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043, explained he has lived at this address since 1969, and for 34 years, he has fought the mosquitoes.  He inquired as to the plans for the drain in the area.

Mr. Santia replied to inquiry that he was not aware of any problems with the drain.  He felt it may be under the jurisdiction of Macomb County.  He explained that the purpose of this discussion is to consider the Tree Removal request submitted by Mr. Harrison, but he offered to pass the information on to the Department of Public Works so they can address the issue.


Mrs. Delores Arsenault, 280 Riverside Drive, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043, stated she would like to be contacted to discuss the drain.  She provided her phone number to the stenographer.


Randi Davis, 38750 Riverside, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036, stated that she is a new neighbor in the area, and she thanked Mr. Harrison for cleaning up the property, because it moves the public trail further from her house.  She was in favor of a nature preserve in that area, but she was concerned that they would have intruders in the area at night.


Elaine Melcher, 56 Riverside Drive, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043, inquired as to whether all of the trees that were removed were actually located on Mr. Harrison’s property, and she further inquired as to whether he violated any other ordinances with regards to soil, etc.

Mr. Santia replied that to the Township’s knowledge, all of the trees removed were on Mr. Harrison’s property.

Mr. Harrison replied to inquiry that he has removed all of the trees that he intends to remove.  He assured that they were not good trees, with many of them being diseased or dead.  He had plans to landscape the area, and he had to obtain a soil erosion permit.  He felt he has followed all of the instructions to make the removal of the trees legal.  Mr. Harrison indicated that there is an access road on County-owned property that is covered with mud because of the work he had done, but he assured that he intends to clean it up and improve it.  He felt the City of Mount Clemens can continue down that road to gain access to their property.  He stated that he paid $1,600 to have his property surveyed, and he purposely left four or five feet from the property line untouched because he did not want to infringe on the neighbor’s property.  He replied to inquiry that he wants to landscape only and is not intending to build on the cleared property.

Mr. Santia replied that to his knowledge, the petitioner only removed the trees on the property, and there may be other issues, such as determining whether or not he is in a flood plain and, if so, obtaining approval from the DEQ.

Mr. Harrison explained that the survey he had done was a topographical survey and it is about 580 feet, which makes it legal to build.


Doug Wilde, 276 Riverside, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043, noted that the road right-of-way was bulldozed when the trees were removed, but he added that he was unsure of whether this right-of-way is located on Mr. Harrison’s property.  He suggested that anyone who observes activity in that area, especially at night, should contact the police department.

Mr. Truax noted that the photographs reflect scrub trees that were removed, and the petitioner surveyed and removed the junk, so he could not understand how the petitioner’s actions hurt the City of Mount Clemens.  In his view, the petitioner is a Clinton Township resident who improved his property.

Mr. Pearl inquired as to how close the trees that the petitioner was attempting to save are located to the property line.  He could not understand the argument on behalf of the City of Mount Clemens, because the city’s property is not situated directly adjacent to the subject parcel.


Ms. Pike stressed that there are two reasons why this area is important to the City of Mount Clemens:

1. There was a Michigan Natural Features Inventory conducted, and this area was referred to by them as “having unique and special vegetation and animal life”, including ducks, geese, heron, fox and deer.  She stated the city is concerned about the natural features, and she did not feel this area would have been given the distinction of being listed as “unique” if these were all scrub trees.

2. She acknowledged a homeowner’s right to improve private property, but she indicated that there are processes which must be followed, including obtaining permission from the Road Commission of Macomb County to use their property for transport of equipment to remove trees.  She felt the area has been greatly impacted as a result of Mr. Harrison’s actions.  Ms. Pike stated that according to Clinton Township Ordinances, Mr. Harrison would have been permitted to remove up to four trees without obtaining a permit.  She estimated that he removed at least 500 trees, and although she does not want to infringe on his rights, she reminded that this is a special area and an urban park.  She stated the City of Mount Clemens has every intention of continuing their development of a nature center, and she pointed out it not only affects their area but the Clinton Township community as well.  She acknowledged that the Township’s Tree Removal process does not require the replanting of trees as she had hoped.

Mr. Pearl inquired as to the reason for the permit since the trees have been removed.

Mr. Santia replied that he is seeking a permit to make his actions legal, not to remove additional trees.


Ms. Pike replied to inquiry that the City of Mount Clemens owns property extending from the City Limits to the area indicated as “Park” and an island area.  They are looking into providing pedestrian paths with environmental study areas, but without motor traffic.

Mr. Yurkie inquired as to who owns the five lots between Mr. Harrison’s property and the city-owned parcel.

Ms. Pike replied that individual property owners own the property.

Mr. Yurkie commented that if each property owner in that area removed trees, it would be defeating the goal to keep the area in a natural state.


Ms. Pike assured that she is not insinuating that Mr. Harrison intentionally violated the Township’s ordinance requirements, but she stressed that his actions have impacted the City of Mount Clemens.  She added that if his is located in a flood plain, then there are other issues that must be addressed.

Ms. Trombley did not see a problem with approving what has already been taken down.  She noted that it is private property and she did not feel another community can dictate what occurs within the Township.

Mr. Tomlinson felt that the City of Mount Clemens and the County of Macomb should have collaborated to purchase these properties before this occurred, but he felt Mr. Harrison has a right to develop his property.

Ms. Weiss explained that she does not want to encourage people to cut down trees without going through proper channels, and she noted that they generally receive a plan showing all of the trees, including their size and health status, and it designates those to be removed.  She added that her biggest concern approving this is encouraging this type of action, and any approval they grant will automatically rescind the violation.

Mr. Santia commented that although Mr. Harrison has a topographical survey, there may be other issues.  He added that it appears as though it falls outside the flood plain.  He suggested that this matter be tabled until they have additional information and can determine whether the topographical survey is accurate and whether it is outside of the flood plain.  He noted that if Mr. Harrison’s property is within the flood plain, he would then require approval from the Department of Environmental Quality.  Mr. Santia replied to inquiry that if the Planning Commission does not approve this, the applicant will be forced to pay the fine.

Mr. Matway could not see the point of tabling the matter.

Mr. Truax agreed with Mr. Matway.

Mr. Santia suggested that any approval granted could be contingent upon obtaining any other approvals or permits that may be deemed necessary.

Mr. Harrison commented that he is not opposed to trees, and he stated that he has planted more trees on his property than everyone in the entire subdivision together.

Mr. Santia emphasized that the tree removal permit would not be to allow any additional tree removal but to approve what has already been removed to this point.

Mr. Pearl questioned how they will know what has been removed to this point, because there has been no plan submitted.

Mr. Santia replied that the petitioner can be requested to supply a more specific tree survey.

Mr. Harrison assured that any tree he felt was worth saving would have been saved.  He noted that he is done clearing, but there is one corner with some brush and stumps that the bulldozer will take out.  He added that he will make a pathway for the county property.

Motion by Mr. Truax, supported by Ms. Trombley, with reference to File #5861 and application from Jex Harrison, 38711 Riverside Drive, Clinton Township, Michigan 48036, concerning Lots 38 through 41, Liverpool Subdivision (Section 24), generally located west of Riverside and Oxford Drives at 38711 Riverside Drive, that the Tree Removal application be approved as submitted, contingent upon compliance with any other requirements regarding flood plain.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Truax, Trombley, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Weiss, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

Mr. Yurkie commented to Ms. Pike that when their city has such a plan for this area, they should share it with the neighboring community.  He noted that the Township has a Landscape Committee that would be welcome to ideas that may be suggested, and they would at least like to be part of the review process.  He felt it may be prudent to discuss this more in the future.

Ms. Pike clarified that, coincidentally, she talked with Mr. Silbernagel and Ms. Sheridan of the Planning Department approximately two week prior to Mr. Harrington removing the trees.  She stressed that they wish to reinvigorate this area, and in expediting their plans, she assured they would like to work with both Clinton Township and the local residents.

Mr. Gibson requested to be excused and left the meeting at 7:46 p.m.

DISCUSSION ON NEXT MEETING AGENDA

Mr. Santia noted the following items that are anticipated to be on the next Planning Commission Agenda: 

· Rezoning from OS-1 to B-3 for property located at the southwest corner of Lester and Gratiot)

· Another Tree Removal Application for trees that have already been removed.

· Site Development for Altadonna Office Building.  Mr. Santia noted that the petitioner was unable to relocate the development and encroach into the drain easement.  He was also unable to obtain an easement from the abutting condominium complex because the deed has already been recorded.

· Site Development for River Oaks Estates.  There are four structures that would be in the flood plain and they are proposing to cut and fill.  He replied to inquiry that the Planning Department does not notify the neighbors regarding site development plans, but they send a Request for Review to the Conservation Committee.

Ms. Moseley requested to be excused and left the meeting at 7:52 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT


Motion by Mr. Matway, supported by Mr. Tomlinson, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.





Respectfully submitted





Denise C. Trombley, Secretary
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