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CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REPORT OF MEETING

DECEMBER 18, 2003

PRESENT: 
John D. Truax, Vice-Chairperson 



Denise C. Trombley, Secretary 



Fred Gibson 



Michael Matway 



Kirkanne G. Moseley 



Kenneth Pearl



Dennis C. Tomlinson



Pamela Weiss



Norman Yurkie 

ABSENT:
None 

STAFF:
Carlo Santia, Director 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND

   COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Truax called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Mr. Yurkie, supported by Mr. Gibson, to approve the agenda as submitted.  Motion carried.

PART OF LOT 26, LOT 51 AND PRIVATE CLAIM 138 OF MEADOWS SUBDIVISION (SECTION 23)

-
SPECIAL LAND USE: VEHICLE RENTAL IN THE B-3 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

-
SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR

--
PUBLIC HEARING


FILE #5820: PETITIONED BY JASON SPONG


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.  Ms. Trombley informed that 24 notices of this public hearing were issued by regular mail to owners and occupants of property within 300 feet of the land in question, with 3 of those being returned as undeliverable.

Motion by Ms. Weiss, supported by Mr. Yurkie, to open the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mr. Truax explained the parameters of how the public hearing will be conducted, with the petitioner speaking first, an opportunity following for any concerned members of the audience to voice their opinion or ask questions through the Chair, and the public hearing will then be closed.  At that time, the Commissioners will have an opportunity to make comments or ask questions before voting on their recommendation.

Jason Spong, Group Operations Engineer for Enterprise Rent-A-Car in Detroit, 29301 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336, explained that they are currently located in a strip shopping center near this site, and when this parcel became available, they felt it would be a better location for their business.  He offered to answer any questions.

There was no one present to comment on the subject proposal.

Motion by Mr. Matway, supported by Mr. Yurkie, to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mr. Matway inquired as to their present location.

Mr. Spong clarified that the strip center in which they are located is situated on Gratiot Avenue at the point where Northbound Gratiot and Southbound Gratiot separate.  He assured that there will be no automotive repair, tire changes or oil changes done on site, but they only prep the cars with a bucket wash.

Mr. Yurkie inquired as to the number of cars they anticipate having on location.  He further inquired as to whether the petitioner intends to install a fence.

Mr. Spong replied that the number of cars will vary.  He explained that they try to maintain a 90% occupancy rate for their rentals, so there would most likely be a minimum of 3-5 cars and a maximum of 15 cars.  Mr. Spong replied to further inquiry that the parking will be on the north side of the property facing the current building, and they will not be installing a fence but rather some parking blocks.  He noted that the lot will be restriped so the parking spaces that currently appear to be those on the neighbor’s property will actually be theirs.  Mr. Spong commented that the neighbor owns a glass company and does not have a need for a lot of parking.  He replied to still further inquiry that their hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to who the other tenant will be.

Mr. Spong anticipated that it may be a company who does minor detailing/prepping for dealerships.  He explained that they are leasing only the front of the building.

Ms. Weiss pointed out that if there are 15 rental cars in the lot at one time, that would not leave many spaces for any other business.

Mr. Santia assured that the Planning Department will control that because the petitioner will have to seek a zoning verification for any other business and the Planning Department will determine whether there will be sufficient parking for that site.

Mr. Spong was confident that there will not be a parking problem.

Mr. Santia noted that there is additional greenspace to the east of the building that could be used for development of an additional parking area, if necessary.  He added that they will have to make sure that any business that occupies the remainder of the building will not be doing any major repairs or finishing.

Mr. Spong replied to inquiry that they have not completely decided on the signage.  There is a new island being created and the sign may fit in well at that point, but they will have to install it where it will meet ordinance requirements.  He added that the other entrance has a double pole sign and they would install that with an arrow indicating their entrance.

Mr. Santia stated that generally they do not require the petitioner to specify the sign locations because it is not part of the Planning and Zoning Code but rather under the jurisdiction of the Sign Ordinance.  He added that approvals for signs are given by the Building Department, along with a review by the Department of Planning and Community Development.  If the petitioner desires to seek a variance to the Sign Ordinance, he/she can go before the Board of Appeals, and the Planning Department handles the paperwork for that.

Mr. Spong replied to inquiry that they will be maintaining the entrance off of Broadway.

Motion by Mr. Yurkie, supported by Ms. Trombley, with reference to File #5820 and application from Jason Spong, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, 29301 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336, concerning the proposed special land use being a vehicle rental facility in the B-3 General Business District and the proposed site development plan for Enterprise Rent-A-Car, to be located on part of Lot 26, Lot 51 and Private Claim 138 of Meadows Subdivision (Section 23), generally located between northbound and southbound Gratiot Avenue, north of Iroquois Street, that recommendation be submitted to the Township Board for approval of the special land use and site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Yurkie, Trombley, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried. 

117.43 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED WEST OF ROMEO PLANK ROAD, NORTH OF 19 MILE ROAD (SECTION 5)

-
PARTRIDGE CREEK VILLAGE SUBDIVISION

--
PRELIMINARY PLAT: TENTATIVE APPROVAL


FILE #5808: PETITIONED BY RICHARD IVES AND RICHARD SCHOENHERR


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Richard Schoenherr, 201 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 720, Troy, Michigan 48084, explained that they came before the Planning Commission and the Township Board this past September to rezone the subject property, as well as the abutting property.  He noted that at that time they presented a concept plan of what a single-family development in this area would look like, and he proudly noted that the plan submitted is identical to that concept plan.  He listed a number of “conditions” or “voluntary agreements” that were discussed at the rezoning hearing and have been incorporated into this plan, and they are as follows: 1) The connector roads from Romeo Plank on the east to Garfield on the west and to Hall Road (M-59) on the north will be installed in conjunction with this plat; 2) The lots along the southern property line will have a depth of 150 feet and will include a 20-foot preservation easement that will be specified on each lot; 3) A 20-foot utility easement will be established and separate utilities will be put in for this development; and 4) Additional landscaping will be put in on the property that abuts a portion of Knollwood Cove that currently does not have substantial vegetation.

Mr. Yurkie inquired as to whether they intend to develop the 360 sites.   He did not recall at the rezoning public hearing that the single-family development phase would have so many homes.

Mr. Schoenherr reminded that the concept plan they presented actually showed 361 sites, but they are actually proposing 360 sites.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to what is being proposed to buffer these single-family homes from the abutting businesses that will be fronting Hall Road (M-59).

Mr. Schoenherr assured that they intend to conform with the Township requirements for rear yard setbacks along the western boundary and will save any trees they can, although he added that is difficult to do when utilities are installed along common property lines.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to who will provide maintenance for the proposed road and the median.

Mr. Schoenherr replied that the Road Commission will maintain the road.  He explained that this is a unique situation because the petitioner owns the property on both sides of the road.  They are proposing a 104-foot right-of-way because it services the residential communities on both sides.    They expect that the developments on both sides of the road will maintain the median, and he compared it to the area between the sidewalk and the curb in most residential areas.  He stated that although that property technically belongs to the Road Commission, each property owner generally maintains it.

Mr. Pearl inquired as to whether there will be upgrades to Romeo Plank Road.

Mr. Santia replied that they will be required to install acceleration/deceleration lanes on Romeo Plank.  The Road Commission plans to replace the bridge to the north of the subject entrance, and they also have plans to widen Romeo Plank Road, but he estimated that will be possibly five years away.  Mr. Santia assured that the petitioners will have to provide adequate site distance for those who will be exiting the development onto Romeo Plank Road.

Mr. Schoenherr noted that the roads with access points at Hall Road, Romeo Plank and Garfield will be installed before any of the houses are done.

Mr. Pearl expressed his appreciation of that agreement.

Ms. Weiss inquired as to whether there will be traffic lights at each of the access points on Hall, Romeo Plank and Garfield Roads.

Mr. Santia anticipated that there will eventually be traffic lights on Romeo Plank and Hall, and possibly one at the Garfield access.

Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to the designated “preservation easement” and inquired as to whether this will be specified on the deed for each individual lot or whether it will be a general 20-foot easement.

Mr. Schoenherr felt the best option is to have the easement indicated on each and every lot.  The easement would be part of each lot, but any activity that takes place on that easement would be restricted and only the Association could grant approval.  This would include the removal of any trees or landscaping, regardless of whether it is living or dead.  They would not be permitted to plant anything in this area unless the Homeowner’s Association, who would have control over the preservation easement, approves it.  He felt this way the burden of managing and overseeing the easement is given to the Homeowner’s Association.  He added that this would be no different than a public utility easement.  He recalled that one of the concerns of the abutting property owners was how to stop residents from “doing what they want” once they move in.  Mr. Schoenherr felt the Homeowner’s Association will be in place to enforce the restrictions.  He indicated that there is a 20-foot public utility easement that serves as a buffer so that decks, etc., cannot be constructed in that area.  He added that every homeowner will have restrictions and will be notified of these restrictions when they purchase.

Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to whether the trees can be marked during construction so that none of them are accidentally removed.

Richard Ives, 201 West Big Beaver, Suite 720, Troy, Michigan 48084, assured that they will erect a soil erosion fence to make sure that the preservation easement remains in tact.

Mr. Tomlinson emphasized that he does not want any trees accidentally removed and that the area to remain untouched should be clearly marked so that the contractors do not make any mistakes.

Mr. Matway inquired as to the width of the utility easement.

Mr. Schoenherr explained that the utility easement generally extends six feet on either side of the common rear yard lot line; however, because this easement will only affect the lots in their subdivision, they are dedicating 20 feet, because they do not want the trees disturbed.

Discussion took place regarding the total rear yard setback of the houses abutting the southerly property line.

Mr. Schoenherr clarified that there will be a 20-foot preservation easement plus a 20-foot utilities easement; however, these particular lots measure 150 feet in depth so after subtracting the easements, the lots will still have a depth of 110 feet.

Mr. Matway inquired as to whether the homeowners will have sufficient room for a pool.

Mr. Santia replied that they must remain 40 feet from the rear lot line, but he felt there would still be sufficient room for a pool.

Mr. Schoenherr replied to inquiry that there will be 25-foot front yard setbacks.  He replied to further inquiry that they are required to submit their Building and Use Restrictions prior to final plat approval.  He assured that they look at all of the conditions and incorporate them into the Building and Use Restrictions, and they will be submitted for review by their attorney and the Planning Department to assure they have included everything.  He replied to still further inquiry that there is a narrow finger of flood plain designated on four of the lots, and they will have to do a “cut and fill”, then make application to FEMA for a map amendment.  He added that they will not be able to obtain building permits for those four lots until they receive a letter of map revision.  He replied that they hire a registered surveyor and engineer for this process.

Mr. Gibson inquired as to whether the petitioners are aware of the Road Commission’s recommendations.

Mr. Schoenherr assured that they have already begun to work with the Road Commission, and have discussed the Commission’s additional right-of-way needs.  He noted that the optimum geometrics would move Romeo Plank substantially to the west, and they are looking at that.  He did not know how far to the west, but he assured the Road Commission will make the decision and they will “go along with it”.

Mr. Santia replied that the Planning Commission is being requested to recommend approval of the tentative preliminary plat.  The petitioner has agreed to put in the connecting roads but that agreement is not actually part of the plat.  Once they receive the tentative preliminary approval, they can then proceed with engineering and the remainder of the plat process.  He stressed that the Township is not giving them approval for the road, but that is up to the Road Commission to review and approve because they are public roads.

Mr. Schoenherr replied to inquiry that the access to Hall Road will be located immediately to the west of Lakeside Collision, and it will be located at the current entrance to the golf course on Romeo Plank.

Mr. Pearl inquired as to whether a detention basin will be required.

Mr. Schoenherr replied that they will be providing the necessary storm water retention area, which is on their list of requirements from the Drain Commission.  He replied to inquiry that they are not involved with any of the property on the east side of Romeo Plank Road.  He replied to still further inquiry that the gas lines are existing and will be relocated during the course of the development, and they are depicted with dotted lines on the plan.

Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to why the access to Hall Road is off-center.

Mr. Schoenherr replied that to make the access to Hall Road directly in the center of the development would cut their commercially zoned property directly in half, which could be a problem.  They moved it as far as they could to the west because it was determined by the Road Commission that would be the best possible location.

Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Ms. Weiss, with reference to File #5808 and application from Richard Ives and Richard Schoenherr,  Partridge Creek Golf Club LLC, 201 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 720, Troy, Michigan 48084, concerning the tentative approval of the preliminary plat for Partridge Creek Village Subdivision, to be located on 117.43 acres of land located west of Romeo Plank Road, north of 19 Mile Road (Section 5), that recommendation be submitted to the Township Board for approval of the tentative preliminary plat with the following conditions: 1) The connector roads from Romeo Plank on the east to Garfield on the west and to Hall Road (M-59) on the north will be installed in conjunction with this plat; 2) The lots along the southern property line will have a depth of 150 feet and will include a 20-foot preservation easement that will be specified on each lot; 3) A 20-foot utility easement will be established and separate utilities will be put in for this development; and 4) Additional landscaping will be put in on the property that abuts a portion of Knollwood Cove that currently does not have substantial vegetation.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Weiss, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

11.106 ACRES OF LAND FRONTING THE NORTH LINE OF MORAVIAN DRIVE, EAST OF UTICA ROAD (SECTION 30)

-
BELLA VILLAGIO SITE CONDOMINIUMS

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #5817: PETITIONED BY GINO ROBINET


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Fazal Khan, 43345 Schoenherr, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313, engineer representing the petitioner, was present.

Gino Robinet, Bianco Development Company, 12422 Bubar Court, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312, petitioner, was also present.

Mr. Matway inquired as to the size of the proposed condominiums.

Mr. Khan replied that there are four prospective purchasers for Lots 5, 6, 9 and 10, and those units will range from 4,000 to 5,000 square feet.  He replied to further inquiry that the road through the development will be a public road.

Motion by Ms. Weiss, supported by Mr. Pearl, with reference to File #5817 and application from Gino Robinet, Bianco Development Company LLC, 12422 Bubar Court, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312, concerning the proposed site development for Bella Villagio Site Condominiums, to be located on 11.106 acres of land fronting the north line of Moravian Drive, east of Utica Road (Section 30), that recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Weiss, Pearl, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried. 

4.7 ACRES OF LAND FRONTING THE SOUTH LINE OF 19 MILE ROAD, EAST OF HAYES ROAD (SECTION 7)

-
LINCOLN CENTER SENIOR HOUSING

--
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #5354: PETITIONED BY ANGELO GRILLO


REPRESENTED BY BILL MADDEN


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Bill Madden, 5077 Richard W. Boulevard, Chesterfield, Michigan 48045, explained that they doubled the size of the berm and continued it along the length of the property.  He added that they were granted a variance to permit a three-story structure, but he noted that it will not exceed the maximum permitted height of 35 feet.  He stated that they reached an agreement with the Zoning Board of Appeals and the abutting condominium association, and will be planting evergreens that will be 5 feet from center to center along the berm.

Mr. Gibson inquired as to the height of the berm.

Mr. Madden replied that the berm will be four feet to the top.  

Mr. Yurkie had noted that he had not observed a three-story building anywhere along the south side of 19 Mile Road.

Mr. Madden explained that they had stressed to the Board of Appeals that this is a better plan because with the three stories, they will be able to maintain a larger setback and will therefore be further from the abutting condominiums.  They further agreed to install this berm with the trees, and both the abutting condominium association and the Board of Appeals felt this is a better option.

Mr. Santia explained that this will be an assisted living facility and was the property was rezoned to SP-1 Special Purpose (Nursing Homes) within the last few months.  He noted that there is a similar facility on 15 Mile Road just east of Hayes, and another on Metropolitan Parkway and Union Lake Road that was granted a variance to permit a three-story structure that meets the maximum 35-foot height requirement.  Mr. Santia added that Heritage Estates, on 18 Mile Road, is also an assisted living facility, as well as St. George’s Towers, which is zoned Multiple-Family Residential (High Density).

Ms. Trombley recalled that when the first plan was submitted to the Board of Appeals for a variance, there were a lot of residents in the area who were upset with the plan; however, Mr. Madden met with the residents and the plan was revised.  At the more recent public hearing by the Board of Appeals, a compromise between the petitioner and the neighbors had been reached and the neighbors were in support of the development.

Ms. Weiss felt the trade-off of having more greenery and the berm was worth having the third floor.  She questioned whether there will be adequate dumpsters to handle 90 units.

Mr. Santia replied that the dumpster requirements have been reviewed by the Department of Public Works and they offered no objections.  He added that many times the trash is brought out in a compacted state.

Mr. Santia mentioned that this site was originally planned for several office buildings; however, the petitioner saw that they were not able to market the office buildings as well as an assisted living facility.  He replied that the site plan was originally submitted and approved for the office buildings, and the storm sewer was installed, which alleviated the need for a retention pond.

Mr. Madden replied to inquiry that they have entered into a contract with Midwest Management, who will be on site every day.  Midwest Management has over 30 properties to take care of, and Mr. Madden felt that after interviewing a large number of management companies, they were by far the best choice.

Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Ms. Weiss, with reference to File #5354-B and application from Angelo Grillo, Lincoln  Office Center LLC, 23309 Quinn Road, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, as represented by Bill Madden, same address, concerning the proposed site development approval for Lincoln Center Assisted Living Facility, to be located on 4.7 acres of land located south of 19 Mile Road, east of Hayes Road (Section 7), that, in consideration of variance granted by the Clinton Township Board of Appeals, recommendation be submitted to the Clinton Township Board for approval of the site development plan as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Weiss, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried. 

LOTS 14, 15 AND 16 AND PRIVATE CLAIM 610 OF NORTH GRATIOT HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION (SECTION 1) 

-
BOBCAT OF MOTORCITY

--
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #1010: PETITIONED BY KIM LINVILLE


REPRESENTED BY DENNIS DEWOLF


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Dennis DeWulf, 27206 Harper Avenue, St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48081, informed that the change requested by Ms. Sheridan has already been incorporated onto his plan and will be reflected on the copies to be submitted upon approval.  He explained that the arrow was pointing to the wrong location.

Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to why there are two different outdoor display areas.

Mr. DeWulf explained that the display area on the west is existing; however, they needed a more secure area to store items behind the fence and they needed the additional space to be able to do this.

Motion by Mr. Tomlinson, supported by Mr. Moseley, with reference to File #1010 and application from Mr. Kim Linville, Bobcat of Motor City, 6991 Auburn Road, Utica, Michigan 48317, as represented by Mr. Dennis DeWulf, DeWulf Associates, 27206 Harper Avenue, St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48081, concerning the proposed revised site development for Bobcat of Motor City (fka M & W Motors), located on Lots 14, 15 and 16, North Gratiot Heights Subdivision (Section 1), generally located fronting the east line of Gratiot Avenue, south of Hall Road (M-59), that the revised site development plans be approved as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Tomlinson, Moseley, Gibson, Matway, Pearl, Truax, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

PART OF LOT 8 OF CLINTON TECHNICAL PARK SUBDIVISION (SECTION 2) 

-
KUKA INDUSTRIES

--
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


FILE #4822: PETITIONED BY DAVE MCINTYRE


REPRESENTED BY MIKE LESETH


Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.

Dave McIntyre, 48813 West Road, Wixom, Michigan 48393, explained that they are proposing an additional truck well.  They have six overhead doors and need an additional truck well for faster access to the machines and equipment.

Mr. Santia inquired as to what they are fabricating out of this building.

Mr. McIntyre replied that they are fabricating robot welders.

Motion by Mr. Yurkie, supported by Mr. Gibson, with reference to File #4822 and application from Dave McIntyre, Cornerstone Engineering, 48813 West Road, Wixom, Michigan 48393, concerning the revised site development for Kuka Industries (fka Key Welder), located on 19.18 acres of land (including part of Lot 8, Clinton Technical Park Subdivision), generally located west of Macomb Industrial Drive, south of Hall Road (M-59) (Section 2), that the revised site development plans be approved as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Yurkie, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Weiss, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

DISCUSSION ON NEXT MEETING AGENDA


Mr. Santia noted that the following items are anticipated for the next Planning Commission agenda:

· Rezoning of property on Gratiot, north of Henry B. Joy Boulevard, from B-3 to MH for the purpose of adding some home sites to the adjacent mobile home park, as well as constructing a new entrance and a clubhouse.  He added that this is a unique situation because while the Township does not generally rezone property for mobile home use, this particular proposal makes sense.

· Plat for Aurora Park Subdivision, to be located in the Quinn Road/Stevenson area.

· Revised Site Development Plan for International Controls, located off of 15 Mile Road in the Hengesbach Subdivision

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

--
CHAIRPERSON

--
VICE-CHAIRPERSON

--
SECRETARY


CHAIRPERSON

Ms. Weiss nominated Mr. Norman Yurkie as Chairperson of the Planning Commission.

The nominations for the office of Chairperson were closed.

Motion by Ms. Weiss, supported by Ms. Trombley, to elect Mr. Yurkie as Chairperson of the Planning Commission with term of office through November 2004.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Weiss, Trombley, Gibson, Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Tomlinson, Truax, Yurkie.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

Mr. Yurkie was elected by acclamation as Chairperson of the Clinton Township Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.

VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Mr. Tomlinson nominated Mr. John Truax as Vice-Chairperson of the Planning Commission.

Mr. Matway nominated Ms. Pamela Weiss as Vice-Chairperson of the Planning Commission.

The nominations for the office of Vice-Chairperson were closed.

Motion by Mr. Tomlinson, supported by Mr. Gibson, to elect Mr. Truax as Vice-Chairperson of the Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Tomlinson, Gibson, Truax.  Nay – Matway, Moseley, Pearl, Yurkie, Trombley, Weiss.  Absent  - None.  Motion failed for lack of votes.

Motion by Mr. Matway, supported by Mr. Pearl, to elect Ms. Weiss as Vice-Chairperson of the Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Matway, Pearl, Moseley, Weiss, Yurkie, Trombley.  Nay – Gibson, Tomlinson, Truax.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

Ms. Weiss was elected as Vice-Chairperson of the Clinton Township Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.

SECRETARY

Mr.. Yurkie nominated Ms. Denise Trombley as Secretary of the Planning Commission.

The nominations for the office of Secretary were closed.

Motion by Mr. Yurkie, supported by Ms. Weiss, to elect Ms. Trombley as Secretary of the Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Yurkie, Weiss, Matway, Gibson, Moseley, Pearl, Truax, Tomlinson, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – None.  Motion carried.

Ms. Trombley was elected by acclamation as Secretary of the Clinton Township Planning Commission with term of office effective through November 2004.

CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

-
RULES AND PROCEDURES

--
DISCUSSION


A general discussion took place regarding the proposed amendments to the Rules and Procedures for the Planning Commission.

Ms. Weiss did not feel that “Spalding DeDecker” should be specifically mentioned but should be listed as “Consulting Engineer” so that the entire document would not have to be revised if the Township opts to go with a different engineer.  She also mentioned the possibility of including a provision for holding an election of officers mid-year in the event that one of the officers resigns from the Commission.  In that case, she also felt it would be only fair to provide notice to the members by placing it on an agenda rather than adding it on at the last minute.

Mr. Matway suggested that the Planning Department provide the Commission with their recommendations.

Mr. Santia explained that while the Planning Department generally provides recommendations for rezonings, they look for the wisdom and the expertise in the community, as found in the appointed Commissioners, to guide them.  He also mentioned that if a proposed site development plan meets all of the ordinances, it is difficult to recommend denial.

Ms. Weiss stated she would still like to see a sign posted on land that is proposed to be rezoned.

Discussion took place regarding a procedure that could be put into place regarding the posting of notice of rezoning on each parcel of land proposed for rezoning.

ADJOURNMENT


Motion by Mr. Yurkie, supported by Ms. Weiss, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,





Denise C. Trombley, Secretary





CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

ces:12/27/03

ces:01/09/04

