


CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION


REPORT OF MEETING


MARCH 14, 2002





PRESENT:	Vincent Gerlando, Chairperson


Denise C. Trombley, Secretary


		Michael Matway


		Maurice Morrissette 


		Valerie O’Neal


		Dennis C. Tomlinson 


		Pamela Weiss





ABSENT:	Donald Roach, Vice-Chairperson (Excused)


Thomas Landa (Excused) 





STAFF:	Joseph J. Silbernagel, Assistant Director 


		DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT





Mr. Gerlando called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.





APPROVAL OF AGENDA





Motion by Mr. Matway, supported by Ms. Weiss, to approve the agenda as submitted.  Motion carried.








64.323 ACRES OF LAND FRONTING THE WEST LINE OF LIPKE AND THE SOUTH LINE OF QUINN ROAD (SECTION 34) 


-	PROPOSED REZONING FROM I-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL TO R-5 ONE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 


--	PUBLIC HEARING 


	FILE #5611: PETITIONED BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CLINTON 


�





Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.  Ms. Trombley pointed out that 58 notices of tonight’s public hearing were issued by regular mail to owners and occupants located within 300 feet of the property in question, with two of those being returned as undeliverable.





Mr. Silbernagel pointed out that the Grosse Pointe Clinton Refuse Authority owns this parcel; however, the Township of Clinton is the petitioner for this rezoning request.  He indicated that the Notice of Public Hearing was published twice in the Macomb Daily Newspaper and was mailed to owners and occupants within 300 feet of the property.  He added that notification was also sent to community leaders because they wanted to get the notice out to as many people as possible.





	Gladys Howard, 33838 Lipke, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, stated that she would like to see this property residentially zoned.  She felt the residents, as well as Mr. Monteleone, a developer in the area, have spent a lot of money to improve the neighborhood and she felt additional residential development would be beneficial to the community.





	Cynthia Herron, 33839 Morse, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, noted that she would prefer residential zoning of the subject site rather than its current industrial zoning.  She felt residential zoning will benefit the abutting neighborhood.





	Aaron O’Neal, 33725 Walter, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, stated he resides approximately three or four streets away from the subject site and he is in favor of the proposed residential zoning.  He added that he was raised in this immediate area and he would like to see it developed with residential homes.





Mr. Silbernagel replied to inquiry that the Township ordinances will permit homes measuring a minimum of 1,200 square feet in the R-5 One-Family Residential district.  He replied to further inquiry that the lake on the property is approximately 18 to 20 acres and the landfill is approximately 22 to 25 acres on the 64-acre site, leaving approximately 20 to 22 acres of buildable property.  





Mr. Tomlinson noted that there are a couple of members from the Grosse Pointe Clinton Refuse Authority board in attendance at this meeting.





	Bill Sowerby, board member of the Grosse Pointe Clinton Refuse Authority, estimated that there are approximately 25 acres of buildable land on the site.





Mr. Tomlinson felt the landfill area of the property could be used to provide open space, such as a park.





Ms. O’Neal was in favor of the proposed rezoning.  She felt that area has been deprived for a long time and she noted that a residential development would be an improvement.





Motion by Mr. Morrissette, supported by Ms. O’Neal, with reference to File #5611 and application from the Charter Township of Clinton, 40700 Romeo Plank Road, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038, concerning request for approval of rezoning from I-2 General Industrial to R-5 One-Family Residential for 64.323 acres of land fronting the west line of Lipke and the south line of Quinn Road (Section 34), that recommendation be made to the Township Board for approval of the rezoning as requested.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Morrissette, O’Neal, Gerlando, Matway, Tomlinson, Weiss, Trombley.  Nay – None.  Absent – Landa, Roach.  Motion carried.








10.655 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED WEST OF GARFIELD ROAD, NORTH OF 17 MILE ROAD (SECTION 18)


-	GARWOOD ESTATES CONDOMINIUMS


--	REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF TREE REMOVAL PLAN


FILE #5595: PETITIONED BY BENNY SORRENTINO 


REPRESENTED BY MICHAEL SORRENTINO


�





Pertinent correspondence was read and entered into the record.


 


Michael Sorrentino and Chris Sorrentino, Icon Building II Company, Inc., 35520 Forton Court, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, were present and offered to answer questions the Planning Commissioners may have regarding the Tree Removal Plan.





Mr. Chris Sorrentino replied to inquiry that there is a 35-foot easement along the north and west property lines, and a 25-foot easement along the south property line.  He replied to further inquiry that there are not many trees along these easements, but they do wish to save the “good” trees.  He added that they have marked the trees they wish to save.





Mr. Tomlinson inquired as to why this would have to be referred to the Landscape Committee and come back to the Planning Commission once again.  He questioned the procedure and whether it would be possible for the Planning Department to send these items to the Landscape Committee before they are forwarded to the Planning Commission for consideration of site development approval.





Mr. Chris Sorrentino admitted that a lot of the trees in the building area of the site will have to be removed, but he emphasized that, as per their plan, they will be planting a lot of new trees.  He assured they will keep the trees when it is possible.





Ms. Weiss felt that the Landscape Committee could look at the site to determine whether there are other trees that can be saved.





Mr. Chris Sorrentino clarified that they will be leaving the trees in the setbacks and although they are not all marked as such, they will be left, unless they are not healthy or not a desirable variety, such as Cottonwoods.





Ms. Trombley felt that since the Planning Department has already reviewed the Landscape Plan for this site, she stated she would be comfortable in granting approval at this meeting.





Mr. Gerlando stated the Landscape Committee can go and look at the site even if approval is granted tonight.





Discussion took place regarding a conversation at the last meeting between Mr. And Mrs. Poma and the petitioner regarding some Cottonwood trees.





Mr. Michael Sorrentino assured that they will be removing the Cottonwood trees along the lot line between the subject site and the Poma’s property as promised at the last meeting.





Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Mr. Matway, with reference to File #5595 and application from Benny Sorrentino, Icon Building II Company, Inc., 35520 Forton Court, Clinton Township, Michigan 48035, concerning proposed Garwood Estates Condominiums, to be located on 10.655 acres of land located west of Garfield Road, north of 17 Mile Road (Section 18), that the Tree Removal Plan be approved as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye – Trombley, Matway, Gerlando, Morrissette, O’Neal, Tomlinson, Weiss.  Nay – None.  Absent – Landa, Roach.  Motion carried. 








REPORT OF MEETING


-	APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 28, 2002 


�





Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Mr. Morrissette, to approve the report of the February 28, 2002 Planning Commission meeting as written.   Motion carried.








DISCUSSION REGARDING NEXT MEETING


�





Mr. Silbernagel informed that there will be site plans forwarded to the Planning Commission at their next meeting.  He added that there will be public hearings in April for a couple of rezoning applications received by the Planning Department.








ADJOURNMENT


�


Motion by Ms. Trombley, supported by Ms. O’Neal, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.





				Respectfully submitted











				Denise C. Trombley, Secretary


				CLINTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
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